
I. 

CORFES CONTROL 
INCOMING LTR NO 

4-1- 

5o06 9 3  States Government Mpartment of Energy 

Is \'" 33 Rocky Flats Office DUE DATE ? m 0 ra n d u 14 

I 

I 
LT 

Reviewed for Addressee 
Corres Control RFP 

1 

DOE ORDER # sL/(x, 
5440 i 

NOV 2 3 1993 

ERD SRG 13047 

Approval of the Nahonal Enwonmental Pohcy Act Documentahon for Operable 
UmtNo 2 

Patncia Powell, NEPA Compliance Officer, Envxonmental Protechon Division, RFO 

We have reviewed and approved the re-evaluation of the Nahonal Enwonmental Pohcy 
Act (NEPA) documentahon from EG&G, dated October 19,1993, (93-RF-12896) on 
Operable Unit (OU) No 2 (903 Pad, Mound, and East Trenches) We agree with the 
recommendahon from EG&Gs NEPA Comphance Committee that an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) is the appropnate level of NEPA for the OU-2 project. 

In the October 26, 1993, memorandum (EPD PMP 12325) from your division, it was 
mdicated that an EIS level of NEPA documentahon is considered appropnate 
Reasomng for the EIS level was based on the ldcely soil remediauon of 61 acres, as 
descnbed in EG&G's Achon Descnphon Memorandum (ADM) We disagree that an 
EIS is requred for the OU-2 proposed acttons We beheve that an EA should be 
prepared, rather than an EIS 

The followmg is a discussion on the pomts from the October 26 memorandum 

Potenhal for re-suspe nsion of plutonium contaminated dust du nnp excavation of soils 
on 61 acres, Appropnate actions would be taken to lmit re-suspension of 
contammants, mcludmg plutomum Evaluahon of potenhal acuons would weigh the 
alternahve of non-acbon agamst potenhal nsks of acbon Wettmg of the sod, 
conmnment, vacuummg/HEPA filtrahon, and other achons would be considered before 
removal of soil would be undertaken Regardless, we do not consider the lmited 
potential for re-suspension of contaminants in a soil remediabon to warrant an EIS 

Lack of demonstrated success in reclaiming disturbed land arou nd RFP (suc h a s a  
OU-3) which reduces the prosxcts of bein? able to successfully re-vepetate t he 
disturbed 61 acres an d therefore mitigate the impacts from remediahon The "remedy" 
dmcted for OU-3 (Offsite Releases) was "discmg," whch is an agncultural t e c h q u e  
rather than a remediahon t e c h q u e  Drscmg brought rocks to the surface at OU-3 
This wth the non-nahve growth and prame dogs set a situation not the best for re- 
vegetabon efforts The sods types m the vicmity of OU-2 are dlfferent from OU-3 and 
more similar to the sod types m OU- 1 (88 1 Htllside) The success of the re-vegetahon 
effort on the French Dram excavahon in OU-1 mdxates that re-vegetahon efforts for 
OU-2 would be successful 
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A reference in the ADM to the need to co nstruct a waste s torape facility which should 

storage and management is not just an issue for OU-2 Waste management facihhes are 
being pursued on a sitewide bass, and we should not hold OU-2 hostage to an EIS 
when the issue is sitewide 

be cons idered in the co ntext of waste management for the D lant as a whole, Waste 

The necess it? to idenbfy the potenbal imDacts in a Dub lic forum which includes RW's 
Natural Resou rce Trus tees so t hat if RFP is required to implement a remedy that h a  
Severe imDacts to the natural enmronment. the Trustees WI 11 have been involved in the 
&cision making Drocm An EA level of NEPA documentauon does not preclude 
pubhc and/or Trustee pmcipauon in the declsion malung process To the contrary, the 
CERCLA process agreed to m our Enwonmental Restorahon InterAgency Agreement 
provides for public and Trustee participabon regardless of the DOE NEPA process 
The mam argument by the Enwonmental Protecoon Agency and the Colorado 
Department of Health agamt NEPA documentation for our IAG achvihes is that there 
is no value-added because the CERCLA documentahon IS equivalent to the NEPA 
reqmrements Recommending an EIS for what IS clearly, at-most, an EA level actmty 
only further discredits our program with the regulatory agencies The ERD has 
committed to mclude the Trustees early-on 111 Enwonmental Restorahon achmhes 

If you have any questions, please contact Scott Grace of my staff at extension 7 199 

l c h a r d  J kdhassburger 
Acmg Drrector 
Envlronmental Restoration Divlsion 
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